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The Cubans have, no doubt, an excellent field for study in the 
pure and mixed Africans of their island, and they seem to appreciate 
its advantage. The questions concerning colored school children 
(which schoolmasters are requested to answer) are confined to the 
ancestry, intellect, and character of the child. It is to be hoped 
that interrogatories relating to the physical formation, including 
measurements, will eventually be added to the list, if such has not 
already been done. W. Matthews. 



Uieier vier Koreaner Schadel, von Dr. Koganei, Professor der Ana- 
tomic an der Kaiserlichen Universitat zu Tokio, appears in Mit- 
theilungenaus der Medicinischen Facultdt der Kaiserlich-japanischen 
Universitat, Band I, No. 2, Tokio, i888. 

This paper of 20 pages " On Four Corean Skulls " is, apart from 
its scientific merit, of interest as evidence of the attention given to 
craniology in Japan. It is a carefully conducted study, following 
the latest methods of the German school of anthropology and 
written in the German language by a Japanese scholar, Dr. Koganei, 
of the Imperial Japanese University. It is illustrated with five 
lithographic plates, four of which give front and side views of the 
skulls. As might be expected, the author finds many points of 
similarity between the Japanese and the Corean skulls, but there 
are some interesting differences ; for instance, " the high faces of 
the Corean skulls, as compared with those of the Japanese, is surpris- 
ing." He gives a method of determining the length of the 
zygomatic process of the malarbone — the basis of the high Mon- 
golian cheek — ^and finds it broader, thicker, and shorter in the 
Corean than in the Japanese. He admits, however, the insufficiency 
of his small number of specimens in establishing race distinctions. 

The periodical. Communications from the Medical Faculty of the 
Imperial Japanese University, in which this paper appears, is a small 
quarto, handsomely printed in large Roman type. We regret to 
notice some evidences of carelessness in proof-reading, as " Grand " 
for Grad (p. 223), "beronders" for besonders fp. 224). 

W. Matthews. 



Heredite et alcoholisme; etude psychologique et clinique sur les digi- 
niris buveurs etles families d'ivrognes. Par le docteur M. Legrain, 
etc. Paris, i88g. 

If we had no other evidence of the great extent to which the re- 
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lations between " heredity and alcoholism " have been studied, the 
bibliography of sixty-five titles at the close of this volume would 
suffice. With all this antecedent literature at hand, an ample stock 
of personal observation to call on, and much previous experience in 
writing on this and kindred topics. Dr. Legrain approaches his task 
well equipped. In this his latest volume, of over four hundred octavo 
pages, we expect a complete and valuable work, and we are not 
disappointed. The preface is by Dr. Magnan. 

The scope of the work is thus indicated by the author : " In this 
book we will consider heredity only from the nervous point of view 
and in its connection with alcoholism. The two factors, alcoholism 
and heredity, taken together react on one another in a thousand 
different ways and produce in the clinic the most interesting effects 
from different points of view, medical, anthropological, moral, and 
social. . . . What we propose to study is the alcoholism of 
the subjects and of the inheritors of nervous disease and also the 
alcoholism of the degenerate." 

The_ numerous cases here placed on record are of the highest 
interest as showing the descent through several generations of de- 
formities of the cranium and other physical anomalies, of tuber- 
culosis, of insanity, and other nervous diseases, and of criminal and 
depraved tendencies in conjunction with an inordinate desire for 
intoxicants. 

The discussion of the distinction between true and false dipso- 
mania and the chapter on the medico-legal aspects of alcoholism 
must be of great interest to the alienist and the jurist. 

The following extracts from his list of conclusions will be wel- 
comed by the prohibitionist : "In preserving their proper charac- 
teristics [alcoholism and pathologic heredity] they react on one 
another and influence each other reciprocally. From their morbid 
synergy results a singular aggravation of the pathologico-hereditary 
process. . . . The degenerate creates the drinker and the 
drinker creates the degenerate — a vicious circle maintained by alco- 
hol. . . . Inveterate abuse of drinking leads to the creation 
of a domain of acquired degeneration which exhibits the same pecu- 
liarities as the domain of hereditary degeneration. There the syn- 
dromes and delirious ideas, copied from those of ordinary degener- 
ates, germinate. . . . Drinkers give birth to epileptics as they 

give birth to drinkers." 

W. Matthews. 
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